
Organizations, community celebrate Giving Tuesday 

Beth Walton, bwalton@citizen-times.com 10:55 p.m. EST December 1, 2014 

 

(Photo: Special to the Citizen-Times) 

17 CONNECT 16 TWEETLINKEDIN 1 COMMENTEMAILMORE 

ASHEVILLE — Lisa-Gaye Hall stayed away from Black Friday, and, even though the busy 

mom likes to shop online, she avoided Cyber Monday, too. 

But just because Hall isn't buying things, doesn't mean she's not writing checks. As part of a way 

to instill philanthropic purpose in her children's lives, the family divided up $200 Sunday night, 

with each member responsible for $50 of charitable giving. 

On Tuesday, Hall will donate to nine area nonprofits. She is not alone. People around the country 

will celebrate Giving Tuesday on Dec. 2 by supporting their favorite charitable institutions in 

lieu of shopping. 

In a time of increased need, limited resources and ongoing fundraising campaigns, many area 

nonprofits report the value of Giving Tuesday is more than the money raised. With small 

fundraising goals, several agencies see the day as a time to remind the public of their value to the 

community. 
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Children First/Communities In Schools of Buncombe County launched a seven-day social media 

campaign for the first time this year, culminating on Giving Tuesday to stress that people spend a 

lot of money on material items during the holiday season. 

That money could be better spent on people in need, said Allison Jordan, the organization's 

executive director. 

Children First/Communities In Schools of Buncombe County's Giving Tuesday campaign goal is 

$10,000. 

"By supporting nonprofit organizations you are investing your dollars right back into creating a 

better community where you live," Jordan said. 

"We really want people to stop and think about how they are spending their money. You could 

spend $5 on a toy that will break next year, or spend $5 to provide emergency food for a family. 

The lasting outcome of helping children not be hungry is huge." 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County also launched a small social media campaign to 

celebrate Giving Tuesday. The nonprofit plans to use Facebook, Twitter and its Enews letter to 

encourage people to give. 

Giving Tuesday is just as much about fundraising as it is about joining a local and national 

dialogue about philanthropy, service and community enrichment, said Ashley Lasher, executive 

director of the nonprofit. 

The Literacy Council has no specific goal for its Giving Tuesday campaign and sees the day as a 

way to promote its much larger end-of-year holiday fundraising drive. 

"By giving to the Literacy Council, folks who participate in Giving Tuesday will give 

opportunities to people who don't believe they have a second chance to learn," Lasher said. 

"Literacy is an issue that is often not discussed in our community; people with low literacy skills 

feel ashamed to talk about their struggles. 

"This is an opportunity we can use to share stories of our impact and success to enable us to not 

only reach potential supporters, but to also reach people in the community who have a need and 

may not know that there is help available." 

The Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation is also joining Giving Tuesday this year. Like the Literacy 

Council, the nonprofit, which is the primary fundraiser for the parkway, sees Giving Tuesday as 

a way to encourage donations to its year end holiday campaign. 

The foundation is sending emails to donors and volunteers to let them know their support is 

appreciated and to discuss new projects for 2015, said Rita Larkin, communications specialist for 

the foundation. 



"Giving Tuesday is a great way to get organized and make your dollars count in the nonprofit 

community," Larkin said. "It's an organized way to support and learn about charities and 

nonprofits whose work you feel good about." 

UNC Asheville will join Giving Tuesday for the first time this year to raise $10,000 in 

scholarship funding. 

Because of limited budgets, the school has decreased its financial assistance to students by 8 

percent since 2011, said Buffy Bagwell, UNCA's vice chancellor for university advancement. 

Citing an economic impact study done by the university in 2012-13, Bagwell said UNCA's 

student base was spending $30 million annually in the community. 

Sixty-percent of the school's graduates live in the Ashveille area and more than 70 percent stay 

in North Carolina, she added. 

"We want to support these students because supporting these students is supporting the future," 

Bagwell said. "We have not had an assertive ask to the community in the past, and we want 

people to realize the value that UNC Asheville brings to this community." 

Nonprofits need to make sure their communities are aware of the work they do and how essential 

they are in filling gaps in service provision, said David Heinen, vice president for public policy 

and advocacy at the North Carolina Center for Nonprofits. 

Last year, 83 percent of nonprofits reported increased need and 71 percent were not able to meet 

that need because of resource constraints, added Heinen, citing data from the 2014 State of the 

Nonprofit Sector Report. 

As a whole, despite increased need and improvement in the economy, philanthropy is still at or 

below prerecession levels, Heinen said. 

Another report released by the Secretary of State's Office last month also showed a decrease in 

charitable giving. 

Charities using professional fundraising services licensed by the state collected $11 million less 

this year than last. 

Though a small sample size, the 2013-14 North Carolina Secretary of State Charitable 

Solicitation Licensing Division Annual Report shows that North Carolinians cut back even more 

on charitable giving for the second year in a row, said Secretary of State Elaine F. Marshall. 

"The big picture is there is less to go around in a time of need, and that need is growing," 

Marshall added. "There are diminishing resources and these are challenging times. This is the 

lowest we've had in a while." 



Nonprofits are continually trying to raise money, said Lasher. Giving Tuesday isn't about giving 

to just one group, but rather about demonstrating compassion and providing resources to support 

issues. 

"For many families, the holiday season is about gratitude for what they have, and Giving 

Tuesday gives us the opportunity to help others," she said. 

In the past, Hall and her husband, Mike Congleton, made the decisions about the family's 

charitable giving on their own, but in recent years she said it has become more important for her 

children to partake in the process. 

"I want them to really see how we don't just offer service with our hands or with our volunteer 

time, but we also give with our financial resources," said Hall who came to her family's weekly 

Sunday meeting with 12 solicitation letters from area nonprofits. 

Her 14-year-old son decided to give all his money to a wilderness organization. Her 11-year-old 

daughter split her money up and gave to as many charities as possible. Both parents donated to 

Asheville City Schools Foundation, and Hall also donated to Pisgah Legal Services. 

"The giving really went along with the personalities of each person," said Hall, who is the 

administrator for the 28th Judicial District Bar. "I believe that it's important to support charitable 

organizations that do good locally. It's really important to show our children that we are putting 

this out there first before our Christmas lists — that we give to others before we think about 

ourselves." 

 


